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PLAINTIFF: COMMISSION FOR LAWYER DISCIPLINE (A COMMITTEE OF THE In The 18%th
STATE BAR oF Judicial District Court
vs. of Harris County, Texas
DEFENDANT: LEONARD, CANDICE LEER 188TH DISTRICT COURT

Houston, TX

CITATION
THE STATE OF TEXAS
County of Harris

TO: LEONARD, CANDICE LEE
16807 PINEMOOR WAY HOUSTON T 77058

Attached is a copy of CORIGINAL DISCIPLINARY PETITION AND ORDER OF THE SUPREME COURT OF
TEXAS

This instrument was filed on the 2lst dav of February, 2020, in the above cited cause number
and court. The instrument attached describes the o m against you.

YOU HAVE BEEN SUED, You Mmay employ an attornsy, If ¥ou or your attorney do not file a
written answer with the District Clerk who issued this citation by 10:00 a.m on the Monday
next following the expiraticn of 20 days after you were served this cita

a default judgment may be taken against you.

ot

ion and petition,
TO CPFICER SERVING:
This citation was issued on 27th day of February, 2020, under my hand and

seal of said Court.

Issued at reguest of: i
NICHOLS, EDWARD WILLIAM T7 gﬁ
4801 WOODWAY SUITE 315W io
HOUSTON, TX 77056 -
Tel: (713) 758-8200 R e ; . e e
Bar No.: 24077686 e, 5 e Generated By: SALGADO, CAROLINA G17//11446233

s2talodxiy e

YN BURGESS, District Clerk
Harris County, Texas

201 Caroline, Houston, Texas 77002
{P.0. Box 4651, Houston, Texas 77210}

&

OFFICER/AUTHORIZED PERSON RETURN

Came to hand at o'clock .M., on the . day of

Executed at (address) an

County at o’clock ‘M., on the _  day of ‘

; by delivering to o defendant, in person, a

true copy of this Citation together with the accompanying copy{ies} of the Petition

attached thereto and I endorsed on said copy of the Citation the date of delivery.
To certify which I affix my hand officially this day of

FEE: §
of County, Texas
S R e L N
Bffiant Deputy
On this day, ; known to me to ba the person whose

signature appears on the foregoing return, Personalily appeared. After being by me duly sworn,
he/she stated that this citation was executed by him/her in the exact manner recited on the
returr.

SWORN TO AND SUBSCRIRED BEFORE ME, on this et day of

Notary Public

*73729438*
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CAUSE NO.

COMMIBSION FOR LAWYER DISCIPLINE, § N THE DISTRICT COURT OF
Petitioner,
W8,

HARRIS COUNTY, TEXAS

CANDICE LEL LEONARD,
Respondent.

Y R W R

_______________ JUDICIAL DISTRICT

{State Bay case no. 201387878

ORIGINAL DISCIPLINARY PETITION

TO THE HONORABLE SPECIALLY ASSIGNED JUDGE:
Comes now Petitioner, the Commission for Lawyer Discipline, 1 committee of the State
Bar of Texas, and would respectfully show unso the Court as follows:

DISCOVERY CONIROL PLAN

Becguse Pelitioner sesks 2 sanction pursuant to Rule 1.06FF of the Texas Rules of
Disciplinary Procedure and, therefore, this case is not governed by the expedited actions provisicns
of Rule 169 of the Texas Rules of Civil Procedure {TRCP), Petitioner intends that discovery be

conducted under a Level 2 Discovery Control Plan pursuant to TROP 1961 and 190.3.

2 Petitioner is the Connission for Lawyer Discipline, a comumitise of the State Bar
of Texas.
3. Respondent is Candice Lee Leonard, Texas Bar Card No. 24005603, a Heensed

attorney and a member of the State Bar of Texas. Respondent may be served at 16807 Pinemooy

Way, Houston, Texas 77038,




NATURE OF PROCEEDING

&, Petitioner brings this disciplinary action pursuant fo the State Bar Act, Texas
Government Code Annotated §81.001, ef seq. (Vernon 2003); the Texas Disciplinary Rudes of
Professional Conduct; and the Texas Rulss of Disciplinary Procedure. The Complaim that forms

the basis of this cavse of action was filed on or after June 1, 2018,

>

3 Respondent’s principal place of practice is Harris County, Texas; therefore, venue

is appropriate in Harris County, Toxas, pursuant to Rule 3.03 of the Texas Rules of Disciplinary

Procedure.
PROFESSIONAT MISCONDICT
8. The acts and omissions of Respondent, as hereinafier alleged, constitute

professional misconduct as defined by Rule 1.06CC of the Texas Rules of Disciplinary Procedure,

CAUSE OF ACTION

i 1ot about June 30, 2017, Respondent appeared ox behalf of Kathy and Judy Jones
in g contested goardianship matter regarding their mother, May Jones, in Denton County, Texas.
& On or about July 17, 2017, Respondent filed 2 Petition for Eguitable and Statutory
Bill of Review (“Bill of Review™ as an ancillary proceeding to the original guardianship maiter.
g, On or about April 29, 2019, the Court dismissed the Bill of Review. The Court
found that the Bill of Review and the pleadings and actions arising out of the Bill of Review were
groundless and filed in bad faith with the intention fo annoy, alarm, and sbuse. The Court further

found that there was no basis in law or fact for the pleadings.
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i On or abow March 7, 2018, Respondent filed a Motion to Recuse and/or Disqualify

1

the presiding judge, Bonnde Robison. On or about June 29, 2018, the molion was denied by 2
visiting judge. The Court found that Respondent’s motion lacked merit and was filed in bad fith
for the purpose of harassment. The Court also found that Respondent’s maotion was brought for
the purpose of unnecessary delay and without sufficient cause.

ti. Onorabout August 26, 2017 Respondent sent an electronic message {e-mail) which
threatened fo present disciplinary charges against opposing counss! if opposing counsal procesded
with fling sanctions against Respondent and her clients in raga:‘éé to the Bifl of Review.

12, Onorabout March 7, 2618, Respondent sent an e-mail to the parties and conrt staff
which threatened to file 2 lawsuit against the Guardian ad Litem, Virginia Hammede, as well as
the presiding judge, Bonnie Robison, if & scheduled hearing went forward,

13, On or about May 7, 2018, Respondent sent an e-mail regacding details of the
proceedings to approximately sixty reciplents, including members of media organizations and
several non-partics,

14, Respoudent’s actions throughout her representation increased the cost and burdens
of the case and unreasonably delaved the resolusion of the matter.

BULE VIOLATIONS

15, The sets and/or omissions of Respondent described above constitute condust in
vielation of Rules 3.01, 3.02, 3.07{a), 4.04(a), and 4.04(b)(1) of the Texas Disciplinary Rules of

Professional Conduct.




COMPLAINT
16, The Complaint that fbrms the basis of this cause of action was brought o the
attention of the Office of the Chief Disciphinary Counsel of the Stale Bar of Texas by Vieginia
Nelson Hamunerle’s filing of a prievance on or about Dasember 16, 2018,

PRAYER FOR RELIEF

WHEREFORE, PREMISER CONSIDERED, Petitioner, the Commission for Lawyer
Discipling, respoctfully prays that this Court discipline Respondent, Candice Lee Leonard, by
reprivnand, suspension, or disbarment, as the facts shall warrant, order restitution, and grant all
other relief, goneral or specific, at law orin equity, incloding injunctive relief, to which Petitionsr
may show itself to be justly entitled, including, without linitation, direct expenses and atiomeys’
fees.

Respectfutly submitted,
STATE BAR QF TEXAS

SEANA WILLING
Chief Disciplinary Counsel

o

E. WILLIAM NICHOLS It
State Bar No. 24077668
Assistant Disciplinary Counsel
4801 Woodway Drive, Suite 315-W
Houston, Texas 77056

Telephone: 713-758-8200

Facsimile; 713-758-8292

E-mail: wnichols@texasbar.com
ATTORNEYS FOR PETITIONER,
COMMISSION FOR LAWYER
DISCIPLINE
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Marilyn Burgess - District Clerk
Harris County

Envelope No: 41047168
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Filed: 2/21/2020 1:27:25 PM

ORDER OF THE SUPREME COURT OF TEXAS
Mise. Bocket No, 20-9014

Appointment of a Distriet Judge to Preside
i a State Bar Disciplinary Action
‘The Supreme Court of Texas hereby appoints the Honorsble Steve L. Patkhurst, Judge of the 260th
District Coust, Orange County, Texas, to preside in the Disciplinary Action styled:
Commission for Leawyer Discipline v. Candice Lee Leonard (20180787 5]

1o be filed in 2 District Coart of Harris County, Texas.

The Chisf Disciplinary Counsel shall promptly forward to the District Clerk of Harris County,
Texas, a copy of the Disciplinary Petition and this Order for £i5 ag pursuant to Rule 3,03, Texas Rules of
Disciplinary Procedure,

As ordered by the Supreme Count of Texas, in chambers,

With the Seal thereof affixed at the City of
Austin, this day 14 of February, 2020,

BLAKE A, HAWTHORNE, CLERK
SUPREME COURT OF TEXAS
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Certified Document Number: 8955

This assigoment, made by Mise. Dosket Mo, 20-9016, is also s assigoment by the O
ustice of the Supreme Court of Texas pursuant to Texas Government Code § 74057,

Sigred this 14th day of February, 2020,

Nattlan L. Hecht
Chief Justice

Mise. Docket No. 20.9018
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I, Marilyn Burgess, Distriet Clerk of Harms
Counry, Texas certify that this is 2 true and
correct copy of the original record filed and or
recorded in my office, electronically or hard
copy. as it appears on this date.

Witness my official hand and seal of office
this February 27, 2020

Cerified Document Number: 88553769

oSS~

Marilyn Burgess, DISTRICT CLERK
HARRIS COUNTY, TEXAS

In accordance with Texas Government Code 406.913 electronically transmitted authenticated
documents ave valid, If there is a question regavding the validity of this document and or seal
please e-muail support@hedistrictelerk com






