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----- Forwarded Message -----

From: Neal Spielman <nspielman@grifmatlaw.com>

To: 'Steve Mendel' <steve@mendellawfirm.com>; "Comstock, Clarinda (Probate
Courts)™ <Clarinda.Comstock@prob.hctx.net>; '‘Bobbie Bayless'
<bayless@baylessstokes.com>; 'Carole Brunsting' <cbrunsting@sbcglobal.net>;
‘Candace Curtis' <occurtis@sbcglobal.net>

Cc: Neal Spielman <nspielman@grifmatlaw.com>

Sent: Friday, October 12, 2018 10:25 AM

Subject: RE: 412249-401 Estate Of Nelva Brunsting

Dear Judge Comstock —

| am following up on Steve Mendel’s e-mail below in light of other responses to your e-mail of
10/8/18, particularly the e-mails of 10/10/18 from Carole Brunsting and 10/11/18 from
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Bobbie Bayless (on behalf of Carl Brunsting).

First, there appears to be some confusion as to whether any party to this action is contesting
Nelva Brunsting’s capacity at the time she executed various documents, including without
limitation: the Appointment of Successor Trustee and the Resignation of December 21, 2010;
the Qualified Beneficiary Designation/Exercise of Power of Appointment dated June 15, 2010;
and the Qualified Beneficiary Designation/Exercise of Power of Appointment dated August 25,
2010. This issue might be resolved if each party were ordered to stipulate in a writing filed
with the Court, that Nelva Brunsting’s capacity is or is not an issue.

Second, there appears to be some effort to disregard or discredit the content of the Report of
Temporary Administrator Pending Contest. There is too much to be captured in e-mail about
the problems this would create. However, one area of concern stems from the content set
forth on Page 7 of the Report (No Contest Clause Provisions). Significantly, the Report
concludes (a) “in both documents [the August 25, 2010 Qualified Beneficiary
Designation/Exercise of Power of Appointment and the January 12, 2005 Restatement of
Brunsting Family Living Trust] the provision is well written” and (b) “[a] decision by the Court
upholding either no contest provision might resolve all other issues.”

Considering the content of the two no-contest clauses and the Report’s observations about
them, it becomes clear that the first issue to be considered before any other is the
enforceability of the no-contest clauses. If claims asserted by Carl Brunsting and/or Candace
Curtis trigger one or both no-contest clauses, then each has effectively “disinherited”
themselves, and none of their claims or pleadings, including without limitation those
presented by Carl Brunsting in his Motion for Summary Judgment and/or those presented by
Candace Curtis in her First Amended Plea in Abatement are properly before the Court.

Until the no-contest clause issues are resolved, none of their Motions, Pleas, claims, etc.
should be considered.

For things to proceed in this fashion, a Docket Control Order remains necessary and the
discovery referenced by Mr. Mendel must proceed so that the parties can present arguments
for or against the no-contest clause(s), whether based on issues of capacity or enforceability.
Then and only then will it be proper to consider issues such as those raised by Carl Brunsting
and Candace Curtis (and even then, only if the no-contest clauses are not enforceable for one
reason or another).

| appreciate the Court’s consideration of the issues raised above.
Very truly yours,

Neal E. Spielman
Griffin & Matthews
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1155 Dairy Ashford, Suite 300
Houston, Texas 77079
281-870-1124 - telephone
281-870-1647 - telefax
nspielman@grifmatlaw.com

Please take a moment to visit our website at www.grifmatlaw.com
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To comply with IRS regulations, we advise you that any discussion of Federal tax issues in this
e-mail was not intended or written to be used, and cannot be used by you (i) to avoid penalties
imposed under the Internal Revenue Code or (ii) to promote, market or recommend to another

party any transaction or matter addressed herein.

This communication may be protected by the attorney/client privilege and may contain
confidential information intended only for the person to whom it is addressed. Any views or
opinions expressed are solely those of the author and do not necessarily represent those of

Griffin & Matthews. Any use, dissemination, forwarding, printing or copying of this e-mail
without consent of the originator is strictly prohibited. If you have received this e-mail in error,
please notify Melissa Niles by telephone at 281.870.1124.

If you are not one of the addressees on this e-mail, the information contained in this e-mail is

not intended for you, and please delete this e-mail immediately.
Skkkkokokokokkskskskskskskskskskskskokokokskskskskskskskskskskskskskskskskskskskskskskskskskskskskskskskskskskskskskskskskskskskskskskskkkkkkkk

From: Steve Mendel [mailto:steve@mendellawfirm.com]

Sent: Tuesday, October 09, 2018 2:37 PM

To: Comstock, Clarinda (Probate Courts) <Clarinda.Comstock@prob.hctx.net>; Bobbie Bayless
<bayless@baylessstokes.com>; nspielman@grifmatlaw.com; Carole Brunsting
<cbrunsting@sbcglobal.net>; Candace Curtis <occurtis@sbcglobal.net>

Subject: 412249-401 Estate Of Nelva Brunsting

Dear Judge Comstock:

As you may recall, our office represents Co-Trustee Anita Brunsting, and Neal
Spielman represents Co-Trustee Amy Brunsting. This correspondence represents a
joint response as between myself and Mr. Spielman, on behalf of our respective

clients.

First, the Co-Trustees want an oral hearing regarding Carl Brunsting’s motion
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for summary judgment.

Second, we would remind the court that it was discussed at the last hearing
that certain discovery was important, including, but not limited to, evidence as to
capacity and the academics of why the QBD was created, enforceable, and does not
violate the trust provisions that predate the QBD, as referenced in Carl Brunsting’s
motion.

In this regard, we believe the following discovery needs to occur before Carl
Brunsting's motion is set for an oral hearing:

1. Depose Candice Kuntz-Freed, and/or appropriate representatives of Vacek
& Freed.

2. Greg Lester, the temporary administrator. However, if the parties will
agree that Mr. Lester's report is admissible, then we see no need to depose Mr. Lester
at this time. By admissible we mean, a waiver of all objections as to authenticity and
hearsay. Notwithstanding the admissibility of the report, every party reserves the
right to challenge, in whole or in part, the opinions and/or conclusions set forth in Mr.
Lester’s report.

3. Candace Curtis, who asserts that Nelva Brunsting lacked capacity.

4. Carole Brunsting who we understand had a reasonable degree of
interaction with Nelva Brunsting and would have facts that relate to the capacity
issue.

While there is other discovery that may be appropriate as to the foregoing
issues, at present we believe the foregoing depositions are the minimum necessary to
be completed before there is a hearing on Carl Brunsting's motion.

Further, we do not see any of the proposed dates as allowing sufficient time to
complete the foregoing depositions. We, therefore, urge the court to issue a docket
control order as to the entirety of the case, or at least an order that the foregoing
named witnesses make themselves available for deposition between now and
November 30, 2018.

Last, but not least, we will be filing motions that include, but are not necessarily
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be limited to:

A. Obtain two different types of appraisals for the lowa farm. One appraisal is
for the value of the farm without regard to any division of the farm. The other
appraisal would seek values if the farm was divided as equally as possible among the
beneficiaries. The appraisals would assist with settlement negotiations among the
parties.

B. Allocation of funds to pay for court reporters and videographers for the
foregoing depositions.

Very truly yours,
Stephen A. Mendel

The Mendel Law Firm, L.P.
1155 Dairy Ashford, Suite 104
Houston, TX 77079
0:281-759-3213

F: 281-759-3214
steve@mendellawfirm.com

CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION: The information contained in this e-mail from The Mendel Law
Firm, L.P,, is confidential, privileged, and protected from disclosure. Such information is
intended only for the use by the individual(s) or entity named on the above recipient list. If
you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination,
distribution, or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this
communication in error, please notify us by telephone.

From: Steve Mendel

Sent: Tuesday, October 09, 2018 1:52 PM

To: 'Bobbie Bayless'; Comstock, Clarinda (Probate Courts); nspielman@grifmatlaw.com; Carole
Brunsting; Candace Curtis

Subject: RE: 412249-401 Estate Of Nelva Brunsting

Judge Comstock:
Mr. Spielman and | will be sending a joint response within the hour.

Very truly yours,
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Stephen A. Mendel

The Mendel Law Firm, L.P.
1155 Dairy Ashford, Suite 104
Houston, TX 77079
0:281-759-3213

F: 281-759-3214
steve@mendellawfirm.com

CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION: The information contained in this e-mail from The Mendel Law
Firm, L.P., is confidential, privileged, and protected from disclosure. Such information is
intended only for the use by the individual(s) or entity named on the above recipient list. If
you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination,
distribution, or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this
communication in error, please notify us by telephone.

From: Bobbie Bayless [mailto:bayless@baylessstokes.com]

Sent: Tuesday, October 09, 2018 12:50 PM

To: Comstock, Clarinda (Probate Courts); Steve Mendel; nspielman@grifmatlaw.com; Carole Brunsting;
Candace Curtis

Subject: RE: 412249-401 Estate Of Nelva Brunsting

As far as | am concerned, the Court can consider my Motion for Partial Summary Judgment
without further argument. It is a pretty straightforward motion, so | am willing to allow the
court to proceed without a further hearing.

Bobbie G. Bayless

BAYLESS & STOKES

2931 Ferndale

Houston, TX 77098
713.522.2224
713.522.2218 (fax)
bayless@baylessstokes.com

From: Comstock, Clarinda (Probate Courts) [mailto:Clarinda.Comstock@ prob.hctx.net]

Sent: Monday, October 08, 2018 3:53 PM

To: Steve Mendel; Bobbie Bayless; nspielman@grifmatlaw.com; Carole Brunsting; Candace Curtis
Subject: 412249-401 Estate Of Nelva Brunsting
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Judge Butts believes she is ready to consider the Motion for Summary Judgment which was
continued at the last hearing.

Although a hearing on a motion for summary judgment is not required, she would like to give
the parties the opportunity for oral argument, if desired.

The following dates may be available for an oral hearing on this Motion, assuming a
courtroom can be made available:

Oct. 24t at 11am
Oct. 29t at 2:30pm

Nov. 19t at 2:30pm

Please respond to this email no later than the end of the day Thursday, Oct. 11t to advise
whether you wish to have an oral hearing of the Motion for Partial Summary Judgment.

An oral hearing will be set on one of these dates should any party request a hearing.

If an agreement cannot be reached as to a hearing date by this Thursday, a date will be set by
the court.

If no one requests a hearing by this Thursday, Judge Butts will rule without a hearing.

Regards,

Clarinda Comstock

Associate Judge

Harris County Probate Court 4
Clarinda.comstock@prob.hctx.net
832-927-1404
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From: Bobbie Bayless [mailto:bayless@baylessstokes.com]

Sent: Tuesday, October 09, 2018 12:50 PM

To: Comstock, Clarinda (Probate Courts); Steve Mendel; nspielman@grifmatlaw.com; Carole Brunsting;
Candace Curtis

Subject: RE: 412249-401 Estate Of Nelva Brunsting

From: Comstock, Clarinda (Probate Courts) [mailto:Clarinda.Comstock@prob.hctx.net]

Sent: Monday, October 08, 2018 3:53 PM

To: Steve Mendel; Bobbie Bayless; nspielman@grifmatlaw.com; Carole Brunsting; Candace Curtis
Subject: 412249-401 Estate Of Nelva Brunsting

Judge Butts believes she is ready to consider the Motion for Summary Judgment which was
continued at the last hearing.

Although a hearing on a motion for summary judgment is not required, she would like to give
the parties the opportunity for oral argument, if desired.

The following dates may be available for an oral hearing on this Motion, assuming a
courtroom can be made available:

Oct. 24t at 11am
Oct. 29th at 2:30pm
Nov. 19N at 2:30pm

Please respond to this email no later than the end of the day Thursday, Oct. 11t to advise
whether you wish to have an oral hearing of the Motion for Partial Summary Judgment.
An oral hearing will be set on one of these dates should any party request a hearing.
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MIME-Version: 1.0
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X-Mailer: WebService/1.1.12512 YahooMailNeo Mozilla/5.0 (Windows NT 6.3; Win64; x64; rv:62.(
Content-Length: 30186

----- Forwarded Message -----

From: Steve Mendel <steve@mendellawfirm.com>

To: "Comstock, Clarinda (Probate Courts)" <Clarinda.Comstock@prob.hctx.net>;
Bobbie Bayless <bayless@baylessstokes.com>; "nspielman@grifmatlaw.com”
<nspielman@grifmatlaw.com>; Carole Brunsting <cbrunsting@sbcglobal.net>;
Candace Curtis <occurtis@sbcglobal.net>

Sent: Tuesday, October 9, 2018 12:37 PM

Subject: 412249-401 Estate Of Nelva Brunsting

Dear Judge Comstock:

As you may recall, our office represents Co-Trustee Anita Brunsting, and Neal
Spielman represents Co-Trustee Amy Brunsting. This correspondence represents a
joint response as between myself and Mr. Spielman, on behalf of our respective
clients.

First, the Co-Trustees want an oral hearing regarding Carl Brunsting’s motion
for summary judgment.

Second, we would remind the court that it was discussed at the last hearing
that certain discovery was important, including, but not limited to, evidence as to
capacity and the academics of why the QBD was created, enforceable, and does not
violate the trust provisions that predate the QBD, as referenced in Carl Brunsting’s
motion.

In this regard, we believe the following discovery needs to occur before Carl
Brunsting's motion is set for an oral hearing:

1. Depose Candice Kuntz-Freed, and/or appropriate representatives of Vacek
& Freed.

20f6 10/9/2018 4:54 PM



Fw: 412249-401 Estate Of Nelva Brunsting

30f6

2. Greg Lester, the temporary administrator. However, if the parties will
agree that Mr. Lester's report is admissible, then we see no need to depose Mr. Lester
at this time. By admissible we mean, a waiver of all objections as to authenticity and
hearsay. Notwithstanding the admissibility of the report, every party reserves the
right to challenge, in whole or in part, the opinions and/or conclusions set forth in Mr.
Lester’s report.

3. Candace Curtis, who asserts that Nelva Brunsting lacked capacity.

4. Carole Brunsting who we understand had a reasonable degree of
interaction with Nelva Brunsting and would have facts that relate to the capacity
issue.

While there is other discovery that may be appropriate as to the foregoing
issues, at present we believe the foregoing depositions are the minimum necessary to
be completed before there is a hearing on Carl Brunsting's motion.

Further, we do not see any of the proposed dates as allowing sufficient time to
complete the foregoing depositions. We, therefore, urge the court to issue a docket
control order as to the entirety of the case, or at least an order that the foregoing
named witnesses make themselves available for deposition between now and
November 30, 2018.

Last, but not least, we will be filing motions that include, but are not necessarily
be limited to:

A. Obtain two different types of appraisals for the lowa farm. One appraisal is
for the value of the farm without regard to any division of the farm. The other
appraisal would seek values if the farm was divided as equally as possible among the
beneficiaries. The appraisals would assist with settlement negotiations among the
parties.

B. Allocation of funds to pay for court reporters and videographers for the
foregoing depositions.

Very truly yours,
Stephen A. Mendel
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The Mendel Law Firm, L.P.
1155 Dairy Ashford, Suite 104
Houston, TX 77079
0:281-759-3213
F:281-759-3214

CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION: The information contained in this e-mail from The Mendel Law
Firm, L.P., is confidential, privileged, and protected from disclosure. Such information is
intended only for the use by the individual(s) or entity named on the above recipient list. If
you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination,
distribution, or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this
communication in error, please notify us by telephone.

From: Steve Mendel

Sent: Tuesday, October 09, 2018 1:52 PM

To: '‘Bobbie Bayless'; Comstock, Clarinda (Probate Courts); nspielman@grifmatlaw.com; Carole
Brunsting; Candace Curtis

Subject: RE: 412249-401 Estate Of Nelva Brunsting

Judge Comstock:
Mr. Spielman and | will be sending a joint response within the hour.

Very truly yours,
Stephen A. Mendel

The Mendel Law Firm, L.P.
1155 Dairy Ashford, Suite 104
Houston, TX 77079
0:281-759-3213
F:281-759-3214

CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION: The information contained in this e-mail from The Mendel Law
Firm, L.P,, is confidential, privileged, and protected from disclosure. Such information is
intended only for the use by the individual(s) or entity named on the above recipient list. If
you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination,
distribution, or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this
communication in error, please notify us by telephone.
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Fw: 412249-401 Estate Of Nelva Brunsting

Subject: Fw: 412249-401 Estate Of Nelva Brunsting

From: Candace Curtis <occurtis@sbcglobal.net>

Date: 10/9/2018 12:54 PM

To: Rik Munson <blowintough@att.net>

X-Account-Key: accountl

X-UIDL: AKXICNwphUwIW70HZARIME/KFEw

X-Mozilla-Status: 0001

X-Mozilla-Status2: 00000000

X-Apparently-To: blowintough@att.net; Tue, 09 Oct 2018 19:54:12 +0000

Return-Path: <occurtis@sbcglobal.net>

Received-SPF: none (domain of sbcglobal.net does not designate permitted sender hosts)
X-YMaillSG: ouloooQWLDsrvzkgNeDmb50znDfZulllILPIDEXKIFfXYFKt 5RtzU_2EHtGdbDHI
39_GMHgvymqglxuRfxBDHHurLWfYuNIEVE.2alocmjv8QN85dk7F7KN3jbpR9 jlyDcFcuB9L6pY
tFs.duCNIOFS17h3H68NpMSQsnTxd7RHmde_tIFIMFS79eznsp4U7hHsFbCo MPdRsIpaS348ryy2(
KrplFxuScmWLX.yPaLbpAtS76bos.ZxMgpojfFOH9liZFmaXxoEOwoQLJ9Bs 1g33UpljMSLyqGk
TESUL1ALIG3jLZ4EYyMJIO78jiXi5VIW15D2j5sxFcOI2jwkY QWprdx_PTHCcUPT h2xoZvDDWH.mJT
78AZIVKOLC s6PzTzGJauJE.eRNtuf7plemOB9njuAigDmMmuQbmelHTuzAKdo mHGDdR8hJgw.Ci
DSMLQZYrsGvIWv05mOP6ChXBD2_V.TamyKPlyyG5gzRUKRW2iFdNRhAO05iu0 3b2IDOKy_7Gy
gx_j2KRQgmMKqzkO31gX3YBGGt6uPXaUuK9kuAMeYAR _ih5K_S5shC7KG3apf mVGFEOQuaPbF
mg2wJ1JCCNr3.BXy3g9sFOQQwS1WDUDPOTuil20hhH6dilytKOBRHQwILauX HlolakQhRhrTg
uochblAh03id4G1QaZ0oBZICer3269iNDLAuWO0Yn3hcx7OTZIETJ8FsxMxcnm k3BIP1v_0OJVpSGf:
Jp.1cKYgNaMQifx.VAUEjyUhZyX1J4zwsyybuEO47ZT7eEOnAkwhkr3p4VF_ NtL_GXcbD20gWO
X-Originating-1P: [66.163.185.150]

Authentication-Results: mta4003.sbc.mail.ggl.yahoo.com from=sbcglobal.net; domainkeys=neutral
Received: from 144.160.152.194 (EHLO flpd585.prodigy.net) (144.160.152.194) by mta4003.sbc.me
X-Originating-1P: [66.163.185.150]

Received: from sonic305-24.consmr.mail.nel.yahoo.com (sonic305-24.consmr.mail.nel.yahoo.com |
<blowintough@att.net>; Tue, 9 Oct 2018 12:54:11 -0700

DKIM-Signature: v=1; a=rsa-sha256; c=relaxed/relaxed; d=sbcglobal.net; s=52048; t=1539114848;
To:References:Subject:From:Subject;
b=C51ZfKn2iS80Sio51KwWbGE1STZLdMWV9JPDHKODYVmmT2qWAE3aEHhbQopiEe08LBCBP!
/hQeHrxh0X8/guYgkebENTKaJloopligXp9FBe6labpPqvcU875KvIdgiSAQGNIGDjy8J
INPOMnAItyHKZMY muX2DanB8UUa4dfpiZAtu008luNODawzSvHWPDgPyoUGNDIH2Ukg8OET?:
X-YMail-OSG: jTBYdIOVM1kgeeOYO0JIB5biNBI4gTOzIJRDBcApXgQ7fka7Ys6_ICEbWQkczZ4zK
jerdsdDWshKE.pb41kDDIS6izQi_giXtMsejvotm70lolZ6I1fKkJhgQd.I2kH5h.FORetMMD7BoC Ao08/
HMRxhI2ksSTSj5wYvcuOHR8pQ6uiWNiaphud7mylzfl15CMGusbLWzAhA08xYrAeZgzQiCi6 KB
GIK.7vDf_M.WXX5KP_p6F_KsJKZN_pm7yAFQg7GPIDA5S0M8HKcnmyjlLBKDpjCEpWrMBNE
EZ6wg6hMFIGId5TPVEMC20MmhRPsfBixMbYWF0TeUPBLAB3NhAjgzN7jd.7PygscwkO3TESX
KXEB64FINsBhxNXkh5ayoWNERFXZJvY JgOHpLey7U9TDmMH.T47K4plTsecjO_WKyojAA8iioLY'
7Y cWabivLCF6h_aOmiIncSs1noPZY JeDFIQK7yYeg9kC2vJheDWIVVAgoADZIvwm9gRVKETWPF
z5hH5DRK8rb3Nh5ANXKRFZpjEyeU-

Received: from sonic.gate.mail.nel.yahoo.com by sonic305.consmr.mail.nel.yahoo.com with HTTP:;
Reply-To: Candace Curtis <occurtis@sbcglobal.net>

Message-1D: <1181400624.220941.1539114843713@mail.yahoo.com>

In-Reply-To: <f439¢4b810284d228df22829b8446d3e @NN-DC-LW-MAILO7.naturalnetworks.us>
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References: <f439c4b8102840228df22829b8446d3e@NN-DC-LW-MAILO07.naturalnetworks.us>
MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: multipart/alternative; boundary="----=_Part_220940_2124324878.1539114843704"
X-Mailer: WebService/1.1.12512 YahooMailNeo Mozilla/5.0 (Windows NT 6.3; Win64; x64; rv:62.!
Content-Length: 30186

----- Forwarded Message -----

From: Steve Mendel <steve@mendellawfirm.com>

To: "Comstock, Clarinda (Probate Courts)" <Clarinda.Comstock@prob.hctx.net>;
Bobbie Bayless <bayless@baylessstokes.com>; "nspielman@grifmatlaw.com"
<nspielman@grifmatlaw.com>; Carole Brunsting <cbrunsting@sbcglobal.net>;
Candace Curtis <occurtis@sbcglobal.net>

Sent: Tuesday, October 9, 2018 12:37 PM

Subject: 412249-401 Estate Of Nelva Brunsting

Dear Judge Comstock:

As you may recall, our office represents Co-Trustee Anita Brunsting, and Neal
Spielman represents Co-Trustee Amy Brunsting. This correspondence represents a
joint response as between myself and Mr. Spielman, on behalf of our respective
clients.

First, the Co-Trustees want an oral hearing regarding Carl Brunsting’s motion
for summary judgment.

Second, we would remind the court that it was discussed at the last hearing
that certain discovery was important, including, but not limited to, evidence as to
capacity and the academics of why the QBD was created, enforceable, and does not
violate the trust provisions that predate the QBD, as referenced in Carl Brunsting’s
motion.

In this regard, we believe the following discovery needs to occur before Carl
Brunsting's motion is set for an oral hearing:

1. Depose Candice Kuntz-Freed, and/or appropriate representatives of Vacek
& Freed.
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2. Greg Lester, the temporary administrator. However, if the parties will
agree that Mr. Lester's report is admissible, then we see no need to depose Mr. Lester
at this time. By admissible we mean, a waiver of all objections as to authenticity and
hearsay. Notwithstanding the admissibility of the report, every party reserves the
right to challenge, in whole or in part, the opinions and/or conclusions set forth in Mr.
Lester’s report.

3. Candace Curtis, who asserts that Nelva Brunsting lacked capacity.

4. Carole Brunsting who we understand had a reasonable degree of
interaction with Nelva Brunsting and would have facts that relate to the capacity
issue.

While there is other discovery that may be appropriate as to the foregoing
issues, at present we believe the foregoing depositions are the minimum necessary to
be completed before there is a hearing on Carl Brunsting's motion.

Further, we do not see any of the proposed dates as allowing sufficient time to
complete the foregoing depositions. We, therefore, urge the court to issue a docket
control order as to the entirety of the case, or at least an order that the foregoing
named witnesses make themselves available for deposition between now and
November 30, 2018.

Last, but not least, we will be filing motions that include, but are not necessarily
be limited to:

A. Obtain two different types of appraisals for the lowa farm. One appraisal is
for the value of the farm without regard to any division of the farm. The other
appraisal would seek values if the farm was divided as equally as possible among the
beneficiaries. The appraisals would assist with settlement negotiations among the
parties.

B. Allocation of funds to pay for court reporters and videographers for the
foregoing depositions.

Very truly yours,
Stephen A. Mendel
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The Mendel Law Firm, L.P.
1155 Dairy Ashford, Suite 104
Houston, TX 77079
0:281-759-3213

F: 281-759-3214
steve@mendellawfirm.com

CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION: The information contained in this e-mail from The Mendel Law
Firm, L.P.,, is confidential, privileged, and protected from disclosure. Such information is
intended only for the use by the individual(s) or entity named on the above recipient list. If
you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination,
distribution, or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this
communication in error, please notify us by telephone.

From: Steve Mendel

Sent: Tuesday, October 09, 2018 1:52 PM

To: 'Bobbie Bayless'; Comstock, Clarinda (Probate Courts); nspielman@grifmatlaw.com; Carole
Brunsting; Candace Curtis

Subject: RE: 412249-401 Estate Of Nelva Brunsting

Judge Comstock:
Mr. Spielman and | will be sending a joint response within the hour.

Very truly yours,
Stephen A. Mendel

The Mendel Law Firm, L.P.
1155 Dairy Ashford, Suite 104
Houston, TX 77079
0:281-759-3213

F: 281-759-3214
steve@mendellawfirm.com

CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION: The information contained in this e-mail from The Mendel Law
Firm, L.P.,, is confidential, privileged, and protected from disclosure. Such information is
intended only for the use by the individual(s) or entity named on the above recipient list. If
you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination,
distribution, or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this
communication in error, please notify us by telephone.
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From: Bobbie Bayless [mailto:bayless@baylessstokes.com]

Sent: Tuesday, October 09, 2018 12:50 PM

To: Comstock, Clarinda (Probate Courts); Steve Mendel; nspielman@grifmatlaw.com; Carole Brunsting;
Candace Curtis

Subject: RE: 412249-401 Estate Of Nelva Brunsting

As far as | am concerned, the Court can consider my Motion for Partial Summary Judgment
without further argument. It is a pretty straightforward motion, so | am willing to allow the
court to proceed without a further hearing.

Bobbie G. Bayless

BAYLESS & STOKES

2931 Ferndale

Houston, TX 77098
713.522.2224
713.522.2218 (fax)
bayless@baylessstokes.com

From: Comstock, Clarinda (Probate Courts) [mailto:Clarinda.Comstock@prob.hctx.net]

Sent: Monday, October 08, 2018 3:53 PM

To: Steve Mendel; Bobbie Bayless; nspielman@grifmatlaw.com; Carole Brunsting; Candace Curtis
Subject: 412249-401 Estate Of Nelva Brunsting

Judge Butts believes she is ready to consider the Motion for Summary Judgment which was
continued at the last hearing.

Although a hearing on a motion for summary judgment is not required, she would like to give
the parties the opportunity for oral argument, if desired.

The following dates may be available for an oral hearing on this Motion, assuming a
courtroom can be made available:

Oct. 24th at 11am
Oct. 29t at 2:30pm
Nov. 19tN at 2:30pm

Please respond to this email no later than the end of the day Thursday, Oct. 11t to advise

whether you wish to have an oral hearing of the Motion for Partial Summary Judgment.
An oral hearing will be set on one of these dates should any party request a hearing.
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If an agreement cannot be reached as to a hearing date by this Thursday, a date will be set by
the court.
If no one requests a hearing by this Thursday, Judge Butts will rule without a hearing.

Regards,

Clarinda Comstock

Associate Judge

Harris County Probate Court 4
Clarinda.comstock@prob.hctx.net
832-927-1404
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RE: 412249-401 Estate Of Nelva Brunsting / Farm Appraisal

From: Neal Spielman (nspielman@grifmatlaw.com)
To:  occurtis@sbcglobal.net; steve@mendellawfirm.com; cbrunsting@sbcglobal.net; bayless@baylessstokes.com
Cc:  tim@mendellawfirm.com

Date: Thursday, October 11, 2018, 2:28 PM PDT

Dear Candace —

It is my opinion that your refusal to participate in these discussions is extremely detrimental to everyone, yourself
included.

Settlement discussions whether informal, via e-mails and such, or formal, via mediation, present a way for parties
to look past certain aspects on which there is strong disagreement (such as your position that this dispute is
improperly before the Probate Court) and try to build consensus on the substantive issues, rather than the
procedural ones.

Said another way, if the 5 siblings can agree on matters such as sale or partition of the Farm, equalization of
disputed monetary issues such as the stock transfers, etc., does it really matter who is correct insofar as reference
to an “Estate” or a “Trust” are concerned, or whether Jason Ostrom was authorized to have the dispute moved to
Probate Court while serving as your attorney of record? The substantive issues (sale, partition, distributions, etc.)
are those that would be addressed via settlement discussions/mediation even if the case had not made its way to
Probate Court from Federal Court. For purposes of settlement discussions, the Probate Court/Federal Court
debate and the Estate/Trust nomenclature among other procedural topics are irrelevant issues that can be put aside
for later, and argued to conclusion if agreement cannot be reached.

I encourage you to re-think both your response to Steve’s proposal below, and your overall refusal to participate in
settlement discussions at mediation, or otherwise.

Neal E. Spielman

Griffin & Matthews

1155 Dairy Ashford, Suite 300
Houston, Texas 77079
281-870-1124 - telephone
281-870-1647 - telefax
nspielman@grifmatlaw.com

Please take a moment to visit our website at www.grifmatlaw.com
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To comply with IRS regulations, we advise you that any discussion of Federal tax issues in this e-mail was not
intended or written to be used, and cannot be used by you (i) to avoid penalties imposed under the Internal
Revenue Code or (ii) to promote, market or recommend to another party any transaction or matter addressed
herein.

This communication may be protected by the attorney/client privilege and may contain confidential information
intended only for the person to whom it is addressed. Any views or opinions expressed are solely those of the
author and do not necessarily represent those of Griffin & Matthews. Any use, dissemination, forwarding,
printing or copying of this e-mail without consent of the originator is strictly prohibited. If you have received this
e-mail in error, please notify Melissa Niles by telephone at 281.870.1124.

If you are not one of the addressees on this e-mail, the information contained in this e-mail is not intended for

you, and please delete this e-mail immediately.
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From: Candace Curtis [mailto:occurtis@sbcglobal.net]

Sent: Thursday, October 11, 2018 3:52 PM

To: Steve Mendel <steve@mendellawfirm.com>; Carole Brunsting <cbrunsting@sbcglobal.net>;
Bobbie Bayless <bayless@baylessstokes.com>; nspielman@grifmatlaw.com

Cc: Tim Jadloski <tim@mendellawfirm.com>

Subject: Re: 412249-401 Estate Of Nelva Brunsting / Farm Appraisal

All -

The farm is in the Decedent's Trust. | refuse to discuss the Trusts in any context that includes the Estate of Nelva
Brunsting.

Candace
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From: Steve Mendel <steve@mendellawfirm.com>

To: Carole Brunsting <cbrunsting@sbcglobal.net>; Bobbie Bayless <bayless@baylessstokes.com>;
"nspielman@grifmatlaw.com" <nspielman@grifmatlaw.com>; Candace Curtis <occurtis@sbcglobal.net>
Cc: Tim Jadloski <tim@mendellawfirm.com>

Sent: Thursday, October 11, 2018 1:27 PM

Subject: 412249-401 Estate Of Nelva Brunsting / Farm Appraisal

To All:

Please confirm there is no opposition to an appraisal of the farm. We believe same is needed
for settlement discussions. The fees are:

1. $950.00 (+/-) to appraise the entire farm; plus an additional

2. $1,950.00 (+/-) to appraise the value of the farm into five (5) shares. The appraiser
would be requested to make the market values as equal as possible, by taking into account
acreage may vary because of various factors, such as road access, farmable v. nonfarmable
land, water resources, etc.

Please respond by noon, Friday, October 12, 2018.

Very truly yours,

Stephen A. Mendel

The Mendel Law Firm, L.P.
1155 Dairy Ashford, Suite 104
Houston, TX 77079

0O: 281-759-3213

F: 281-759-3214

steve(@mendellawfirm.com

CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION: The information contained in this e-mail from The Mendel Law Firm,
L.P., is confidential, privileged, and protected from disclosure. Such information is intended only for the use by
the individual(s) or entity named on the above recipient list. If you are not the intended recipient, you are
hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution, or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If
you have received this communication in error, please notify us by telephone.
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