
Lawyers $2 million, sons zip

Judge's wife takes notes
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•sut his wife {Harris County District Judge Sharolyn Wood) stayed in the room and took notes, so you knew she would 

tell him everything the witnesses said about him,· said Wentworth. 

Wentworth pushed through a bill with two important changes. It requires that the judge who hears the recusal motion be 

the regional administrative judge, as is the case for other judges, instead of the presiding probate judge. And it provides 

that a probate judge cannot hear a recusal motion regarding another probate judge in the same county. 

Two weeks ago Alpert tried a third time to get Wood recused. This time it was in front of retired County Court-at-Law 

Judge Lisa Burkhalter of Lufkin. 

This time he won. 

Burkhalter apparently was especially swayed by the testimony of Cynthia Szepe, a juror in the trial I wrote about three 

years ago. 

Szepe said Wood came into the jury room after the verdict was rendered, finding against Alpert on a number of 

questions (which are under appeal) but also finding that Riley had breached his fiduciary duty to the sons. 

She said Wood ·made somewhat hostile remarks to us indicating his anger at some of our answers and his opinion that 

our result was incorrect, proceeded to tell us his opinions about Mr. Alpert, and then left just as abruptly as he had come 

in." 

She said Wood showed "his especially strong dislike of Mr. Alpert,• calling him "just a rich guy who would do anything to 

win.• 

She said she was "shocked to learn that the judge not only overruled our findings that Mr. Riley has breached his 

fiduciary duties, but even reappointed Mr. Riley trustee of the Alpert Trusts. This is particularly disturbing since the 

evidence was clear on the fact that Mr. Riley put his own interests above the interests of the trusts and completely 

ignored the beneficiaries of the trusts." 

Wood did not return a call Tuesday seeking his comments on the recusal. 

You can write to Rick Casey at P.O. Box 4260, Houston, TX 77210, or e-mail him at rick.casey@chron.com 


